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HABITAT                                           Marshes,
margins of lakes and streams, vernal
pools, roadsides, disturbed areas. 

HOW TO HELP

INVASIVENESS

DISTRIBUTION IN NORTHEASTMAT-FORMING HABIT

IDENTIFICATION 
stems 5–30 cm
tall, often pink

flowers & fruits
solitary in axils

leaves opposite,
spatula-shaped

prostrate,
annual herb 

                                          Native to Eurasia and Africa, Lythrum portula is well-established
and invasive on the U.S. Pacific coast and has recently become established in the
Northeast. Due to its rapid expansion here in the Northeast and invasiveness elsewhere,
L. portula should be monitored closely as an emerging invasive.

SOURCES

EMERGING INVASIVE ALERT: 

Lythrum portula
Spatula-leaved Loosestrife (Lythraceae)

                                          Report
occurrences to your local or state
invasive species management agency. 
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