
FLOWERING HERBS WITH PINK PETALS

In this essay, we present common plants with pink corollas that flower in the spring to 

the end of June.

There is often wide variation in color within 

flowers. For example, a species may have 

green sepals, yellow petals, white 

filaments, and orange anthers. For this 

reason, we have elected to use petal color. 

Nevertheless, petals may be multi-colored. 

In that case, we use the dominant color 

and in some cases, we have treated the 

species in more than one essay. 

The only conspicuous species with pink petals in the Preserve belong to the 

Apocynaceae (Dogbane Family), Caryophyllaceae (Buckwheat Family), Montiaceae

(Miner’s Lettuce Family), and Ranunculaceae (Buttercup Family).
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APOCYNACEAE: COMMON MILKWEED
(Asclepias syriaca)

The common milkweed is found in open sunny areas 

in the Preserve where it has been found only once. 

This species flowers toward the beginning of the 

summer. Whereas the other milkweed in the 

Preserve, the marsh milkweed (A. incarnata), flowers 

latter in the summer, prefers a wetter habitat, has a 

more flattened (versus globular) inflorescence, and 

the flowers are darker pink throughout.

In the past, the milkweed family (Asclepiaceae) has 

been segregated from the Apocynaceae. However,  

molecular data supports their union as a single family 

(Stevens, 2001 onward).

Both groups have simple, opposite leaves and exude  

latex when cut or wounded. They differ in the more 

complex flowers of the Asclepias clade, for example 

horns and pollinia are absent in the core 

Apocynaceae.
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CARYOPHYLLACEAE: DEPTFORD PINK
(Dianthus armeria)

This species, introduced from Europe, is now 

widespread in both the eastern and western 

United States and Canada. It is easily identified 

by the long needle-like, opposite leaves; the pure 

pink color of the lobes of the petals, and the teeth 

at the apex of the petal lobes. In the Preserve, it 

is scattered in open, sunny areas along the road. 



CARYOPHYLLACEAE: RAGGED ROBIN
(Lychnis flos-cuculi)

This alien plant invades pastures and 

other open areas. We have collected it 

only once from a single clump in the 

preserve. This species is easily 

identified by the opposite, simple, 

sessile, opposite, and very narrowly 

oblanceolate leaves; cymose

inflorescences; and pink, lobed petals.



MONTIACEAE: SPRING BEAUTY
(Claytonia virginica)

This species was previously placed in the Portulaceae but, according to 

the APG (Stevens, 2001 onwards), it belongs in the Montiaceae. Only 

two species of Claytonia have been documented in the state of New 

York (Werier, 2017). The spring beauty is one of the earliest species to 

flower. It often forms large patches outside of the Preserve but only a 

few small patches have been found in the Preserve. The petals are 

usually very light pink with darker pink honey guides running the length 

of each petal (A). There are spots of yellow at the base of the petals 

that probably also attract the flies and bees that usually pollinate this 

species. The flowers, even within the same patch, range from 

predominantly white to dark pink (B). This species is a true spring 

ephemeral. It flushes leaves before the trees produce, produces flowers 

and seeds, and stores carbohydrates in tubers (C) for use in starting the 

process all over again the following spring. A
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RANUNCULACEAE: ROUND-LOBED HEPATICA
(Hepatica americana)

The 3-parted leaves with rounded apices make 

this early spring flowerer easy to identify. The 

petals can be pink, purple, blue, or white. Some 

authors place this species in Anemone but 

Werier (2017) suggests that H. americana is the 

correct. Although the round-lobed hepatica can 

be found in abundance in other areas, we have 

only found it once in the Preserve. Images from 

other areas by C. Gracie.


